v           PRINCIPLE REALISED IN PRACTICE         53

The effect on a people who accept such a theory of
government is also sufficiently plain. The Germans
as a people are in vigour and intellect admittedly
second to none. The military empire, established by
Frederick William's successors, at the height of its
power was brought to ruin by lack of political judg-
ment in those who controlled it. Just before the
catastrophe von Billow, the German chancellor,
described his people as "political asses", and history
will write him down as a flagrant example of his own
criticism. Once more Germany is seeking salvation
in the leadership of "a man sent from God."

The notion that any enduring structure of society
can be founded on man's duty to God is a dangerous
quicksand, until we have grasped the truth rendered
explicit by Jesus, that man's duty to God can only
be rendered in so far as each man renders his duty to
men. Our duty to God and our duty to our neighbour
are aspects of a whole, as inseparable as the convex
and concave sides of an arc. And who are a man's
neighbours but all those who stand in need of man's
help? The enduring society must be one founded on
man's duty to man, as the only means of rendering
man's duty to God. The first system of society which
sank its foundations down to this bed-rock was the
Greek Commonwealth. Too slight and imperfect to
survive long, it revealed to mankind a secret which,
once found, was preserved in the literature of Greece.
So preserved it can never be finally lost.

In the Greek Commonwealth the unlimited devo-
tion of each citizen to his fellow-citizens was pre-
sumed. He was called on to render, if necessary, life
itself for the sake of his fellow-citizens. The right of
the Commonwealth to demand an unlimited sacrifice
of each to all was presumed. Yet the citizen did not
exist for the sake of the state. In the last analysis the
state existed for the sake of the citizens. And this
was so because goodness is more important to a man